PEACE-MAKING AT PARIS
was supposed to be one of President Wilson's t A formal case can be made to prove that the sub was item by item on the " basis " of the Fourteu
it cannot reasonably be said that the spirit in which------
interpreted them at the Versailles Conference was the sp—. in which President Wilson had explained them in January of the previous year.
The Bitterness of Opinion
Much had happened in the last stages of the war to embitter opinion. The German retreat from the Somme had been attended with devastation unprecedented in what was called civilized warfare, and over a great belt of territory extending from the Alps to the sea ruin and desolution marked the course of the defeated enemy's advance and his retreat. The French vowed that he should pay, and many British, remembering the ravages of the " unrestricted submarine " and the thousands of non-combatants, including women and children, who had been " sunk without trace," or bombed from the air, said that the payment should be to the uttermost farthing. Ruth-lessness had been the enemy's watchword, and millions in the Allied countries now said that he should be repaid in his own coin. Electioneering had further inflamed these passions, and not a few of the statesmen who went to Paris in January, 1919, to settle the peace terms went pledged to a multitude, whom they had excited with their rhetoric, to let no " misplaced leniency " or sentiment prevent them from doing stern justice.
This was not an atmosphere in which wise or durable settlements of infinitely complicated questions were likely to be reached. The impulse which had carried the Allies to victory took them far past the winning post, and the statesmen who had ridden the winning steeds now had the difficult task of pulling them in. What lay before them was little less than the creation of a new world. Four great Empires, German, Russian, Austrian and Turkish, lay in ruins, and any interpretation of the peace " basis " required the restoration of much territory that they had acquired by conquest, and the institution of a large number of new self-governing units in areas which they had previously administered. In theblishment of equality of trade conditions " among the nations accepting and guaranteeing the peace; the reduction of armaments to "the lowest point consistent with domestic safety"; and the establishment of a League at JNations.
